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speech which will prepare the way for the summoning of
parliament, the resignation of Facta, and the formation
of a coalition government/
Nitti replied that he could not deal with Schiff-Giorgini,
who had no proper authority. He wanted serious guarantees
to avoid compromising himself to no purpose. Mussolini
must send someone of importance on such a mission.
Mussolini yielded and charged the ambassador Romano
Avezzana to continue the discussions. The latter went in
person to Acquafredda, confirmed Mussolini's first message,
and insisted that Nitti should as soon as possible make the
declaration asked for by Mussolini. Nitti then asked a
number of definite questions ; (i) What were Mussolini's
immediate demands ? Would he be content with one
ministry and two under-secretaryships ? (2) Why had
Mussolini also approached Giolitti and Salandra ? (3)
What would he do with thefasci ? (4) Was he prepared to
go so far as to take military action to suppress them?
Mussolini replied : (i) It is now impossible for us to be
content with one ministry and two under-secretaryships. The
fasci have expanded. They have liquidated the general
strike. Circumstances have altered, and we want two
ministries and three under-secretaryships of State, though
we do not want the political or military ministries. (2) I
am surprised that Nitti should take exception to my negotia-
tions. I carried on negotiations with Giolitti because his
friend the prefect, Lusignoli, allows me a free hand in Milan
and I have to go carefully with him. Salandra does not
count. (3 and 4) The fasci will be dissolved at once.
Baron Romano Avezzana once more went backwards and
forwards between Milan and Acquafredda and a course of
action was finally decided upon. Nitti was to make a speech
enlarging on the seriousness of the situation and emphasiz-
ing the need for new elections. The Popolo d* Italia would pub-
lish it without comment. Mussolini, who preferred to know
nothing of any march on Rome, would speak at the Naples
congress and damn everybody except Nitti. The crisis
would take place and a fine new ministry with Nitti and
Mussolini would be formed for the salvation of Italy.